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How do you use Facebook Dark Posts? 

 

What do I need to accomplish the creation of a Facebook Dark Post? 

 

 Facebook Business Page 

 Facebook Power Editor 

 Facebook Ads Manager 

 Image(s), text, URL 

 

What is a Facebook Dark Post? 

 

“An unpublished Page post (Dark Post) is a Page post that will appear in News Feed but 

not on your Page. Unpublished Page posts are often used for creating News Feed ads 

that won't appear on your Page.” (Facebook, n.d., para. 1) 

 

“For today one of the most effective advertising plays on Facebook is something being 

called ”dark posts.” The term, while sounding a tad evil, actually applies to the tactic of 

using news feed style ads that do not actually get published to the newsfeed of your 

page.” (Jantsch, 2016, para. 1) 

 

Why would you use a Facebook Dark Post? 

 

 Dark posts, allow you to use keywords for targeting 

 Dark Posts, allow you to send a specific targeted message from your page to one 

subset of your audience 

 Dark Posts, allow you to send several versions of an update to different subsets of 

people without “spamming” your fans 

 Dark Posts, allow you to do hyper-targeting 

 Dark Posts, allow you to do A/B split testing 

 

When would you use a Facebook Dark Post? 

 

 To improve post engagement 

 To provide an offer for a product or service 

 For sharing links to your website 

 To increase video views 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ads/manage/powereditor
https://www.facebook.com/business/help/514446411982755
https://www.ducttapemarketing.com/blog/facebook-dark-posts/
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How do you create a Facebook Dark Post? 

 

1. Log into the Power Editor 

2. Click Power Editor   at the top left of the page and select Page Posts 

from the menu. 

 
3. Choose the Pages dropdown on the left side and select the Page you want to 

create an unpublished post for. 

 

4. Click the blue Create Post button,  and a new window will appear, 

the Create Unpublished Page Post window. 

 

5. Choose the type of post you want to create and enter the info you want to include 

in your post (see image below). 

 

The Pages drop down 

menu will list all of the 

pages that you are either 

Admin or Editor for. 

Select the page you 

want to create the dark 

post for. 
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Link 
 Post 

Engagement  

 Website Clicks 

 Website 

Conversions 

 

Information Required 
 URL 

 Post Text 

 Call to Action 

 Link to Headline 

 Display Link 

 Description 

 Media Format 

 Picture 

Carousel 

 Post 

Engagement 

 

Information Required 
 URL 

 Post Text 

 Call to Action 

 Card 1 - Headline 

 Media Format 

 Image 

 Card 2 – Headline 

 Media Format 

 Image 

 Add+ Card 

Photo 

 Post 

Engagement 

 

Information Required 
 Image (select a photo from a 

location) 

 Post Text 

Video 
 Post 

Engagement 

 Video Views 

 

Information Required 
 Video (upload video from a 

location) 

 Post Text 
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Status 

 Post 

Engagement 

 

Information Required 

 Post Text 

Offer 
 Offer Claims 

 

Information Required 
 Title 

 Description 

 Image 

 Expiration Date 

 Reminder Date 

 Terms and Conditions 

 Claim Limit 

 Redemption URL 

 Redemption Code 

 Bar Code 

 Bar Code Format 

 

6. Select This post will only be used as an ad if you only want to use this post as an ad 

or select This post will be published on the Page if you want this post to appear on 

your Page. 

a. NOTE: Make sure to select This Post Will Only Be Used as an Ad (in the lower-

left corner) so the post will not appear on your Facebook page. 

 

7. Select the post type, fill in all required information 

a. NOTE: When using a link from a website, it is not necessary to fill in the Link 

Headline, Display Link and Description for it will be automatically filled in from 

the information from the website.  

i. If you want different information than what the website is producing, 

then fill out the boxes. 

 

8. Click Create Post.  

a. NOTE: This post is not published yet. It's saved in the list of your posts. If you 

publish the post on your Page, you will have the option only to show the post 

to specific languages and locations. 
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9. Once you are ready to use the post, check the box next to it and select one of the 

options in the Actions dropdown (see graphic below). 

 
10. Click “Create Ad” and you can either choose from an existing campaign or create 

a new campaign. In addition, you will need to create a new “Ad Set” too for the 

new dark post. 

 
a. NOTE: For this example, a new campaign and ad set will be created and the 

“New Creation Form” will also be used. Click on the “Use New Creation Form” 

in the upper right corner of the window. 

For this exercise, 

the use of “New 

Creation Form” 

will be used. 
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11. A new window will appear to create a Campaign and the objective for the 

campaign will already be selected, and this comes from the dark post that was 

previously created. 

a. NOTE: You will need to name the Campaign. It is important to create a 

naming convention for the creation of campaigns, ad sets, and ads. 

 
12. Create a new Ad Set, which includes: audience, budget, and schedule. 
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13. Add the new dark post that was created to the new Ad Set as a new Ad by 

selecting “Use Existing Post.” 

 
14. You have created your first Facebook dark post ad – Congratulations! 
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Facebook Design Recommendations 

 

 
Additional Tools & Tutorials 

 

 Facebook Ads Guide 

 What size should my ad image be? 

 How to Use Facebook Power Editor: A Detailed Guide 

 FACEBOOK ADS DARK POSTS REALLY WORK! 

 How to Create Dark Posts on Facebook Using the Power Editor 

 

https://www.facebook.com/business/ads-guide/?tab0=Mobile%20News%20Feed
https://www.facebook.com/business/help/103816146375741
http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/facebook-power-editor-guide/
http://viewpure.com/gUc7uhZNh40?start=0&end=0
http://viewpure.com/idQ08PLgOWo?start=0&end=0
https://www.facebook.com/business/ads-guide/clicks-to-website/links?toggle0=Photo
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